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Dear Foster, 

Thank you for volunteering your time with Partnership for Animal Welfare, Inc.
(PAW). We are so excited to have you join our team! PAW is a nonprofit solely
operated by dedicated volunteers like yourself. Whether you’re a new or
veteran foster, we hope this welcome packet includes helpful information and
resources for you. 

By providing a safe and caring home to a PAW rescue dog, you are saving their
life and the life of another dog entering the shelter system. Many shelters are
forced to make difficult decisions every day due to limited space and resources.
By fostering, you are making a big difference! 

The volunteers in our network are here to offer you support, guidance, and
encouragement as we partner together to rescue a countless number of
homeless dogs and find them forever homes. Apart from the amazing network of
PAW volunteers, the Dog Coordinator and Case Advisors are here to help you
too. You can tap into our network by accepting PAW’s Slack invite. There you’ll
have the vibrant network of dedicated volunteers at your fingertips. 

Warmly, 
The PAW Dog Team
www.paw-rescue.org.
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How long am I expected to foster?
 

Am I expected to buy supplies for my foster?

We prefer that you commit to foster until your foster dog finds a forever
home. Unfortunately, PAW cannot predict how long it will take to find a good
home. Some dogs are adopted quickly, and others may take some time. The
dog’s breed, age, temperament, the time of the year, marketing, and the
foster dog’s presence at adoption events increase their chances of finding a
forever home.   We ask that fosters bring their dog to an adoption show at
least once a month.  You can also bring them to one of the kennels we use so
a volunteer can take them to the show.  You will need to drop them around
11am and pick them up around 3pm.

If you can only foster temporarily, it is totally okay! Just let us know because
temporary fosters are needed too. 
Keep in mind, there are several other volunteer duties that might fit your
lifestyle and are less time-consuming, such as marketing dogs on social
media sites, transporting, walking boarded dogs, serving as a dog handler at
one of PAW’s adoption events, and more!

PAW will supply you with various supplies such as a dog tag, martingale
collar, a harness, monthly heartworm & flea and tick preventatives, and
a crate (if needed). If you need any additional supplies, please use
PAW‘s Slack account and post a message on our #pet-supplies-
whatugot- whatuneed channel. It is very likely that someone in our
network has what you‘re looking for.

Any supplies you choose to purchase for your foster dog (e.g., food, treats,
toys) are considered donations to PAW and are tax-deductible. Please
remember to keep your receipts and we will be happy to send you a tax
donation letter. Reimbursements will be considered on a case-by-case basis
and will require prior approval from the Dog Coordinator before purchase. 

Foster FAQs



What if my foster dog isn’t working out?

What if my foster dog has to go to the vet?

What happens if I don’t think the prospective adopter is a
good fit for my foster dog?
As a valued foster volunteer, we believe that you should be involved in the
adoption decision-making. We understand that you have likely formed a
bond with your PAW foster dog, and you know the dog’s quirks and
temperament better than a prospective adopter. As such, we encourage
you to share your thoughts with the Dog Coordinator and Adoption
Committee if you don’t think a prospective adopter is a good fit. 

We try to ensure a good and safe foster match as much as possible. PAW
never wants to jeopardize the safety of the foster parent, the foster dog,
or any resident pets in the home. However, we recognize that there are
times it doesn’t work out. If this happens, contact the Dog Coordinator as
soon as possible so we may find the foster dog a new home. 

Veterinary care for your PAW foster dog must be authorized by PAW and
provided by a PAW approved vet partner listed in this manual. Due to
limited funds, PAW leans on its vet partnerships to receive quality, low
cost, medical care for its rescues. Consequently, if you take your foster
dog to another vet who is not an approved veterinary provider, you will be
responsible for the cost.

If you believe your foster dog needs a vet visit, please contact the Dog
Coordinator as soon as possible via Slack, email, text, or phone. Certain
ailments may be easily addressed by certain medications that PAW keeps
on hand. 

If you notice some behavioral issues (e.g., separation anxiety, resource
guarding) with your foster dog, remember that you have an entire
community of experienced PAW volunteers at your disposal via Slack who
may have a solution to the present behavior. Feel free to post a message on
the PAW Slack account on the #all-dog-foster-parents channel. 



Please contact the Dog Coordinator as soon as possible. We‘ll work to
find another foster home or make arrangements to board your foster if you
or your family have an emergency. 

If your foster has an obvious and clear emergency (e.g., hit by a car, attacked
by an animal, ingesting a dangerous object), contact the Dog Coordinator
immediately and let them know that you’re taking your foster dog to the
nearest emergency vet. When you arrive, please notify the staff that the dog
is a PAW dog, not your personal dog. Certain Veterinary ERs will provide a
rescue discount (e.g., Blue Pearl, Metropolitan Animal Emergency &
Specialty Center [MEAC], Veterinary Referral Associates [VRA]).

Please let us know in advance if you have a scheduled vacation,
business trip, etc. so we may work on finding a temporary foster home for
your foster dog. We appreciate sufficient notice in order to ensure safe
placement, especially around the summer season and during holidays.

Dog parks are on a case-by-case basis. Not all dog parks are created
equally. Also, some dogs do not do well in an environment like a dog park so
you need to make sure you’re putting your foster dog in situations that allow
him/her to thrive, not fail. The same goes for a long car ride or hiking. It
always depends on the dog. An active dog will LOVE hiking. Some dogs
don’t do well in the car and others are just fine. You should discuss it with the
Dog Coordinator before making a deecision

If a vet visit is warranted, the Dog Coordinator will schedule an appointment
for the foster dog. If possible, we ask that you please take the foster to their
vet appointment, but if you cannot, please request a medical transport via
Slack.

What if my foster dog experiences a health emergency?

What if I need to leave town for vacation, business, etc.?

What if I (or my family) have an emergency and can no
longer foster?

Can I take my foster dog to the dog park, on a long car ride,
or hiking?



What if my pets get sick from my foster dog?

We highly recommend crating for certain dogs. PAW cannot guarantee your
foster dog is fully housebroken, will not chew your personal items, and will
hurt him/herself when unattended and uncrated. The best and safest way to
protect your home, any resident pet(s), and your foster dog is to use a crate. 

PAW is not responsible for damage done by a foster dog left unattended and
uncrated. Additionally, we cannot be responsible for any injury or harm
caused to your resident pet(s) if you choose to leave the foster uncrated and
unattended in your home. With time, you may discover that your foster dog
doesn’t require a crate, but please make that decision after a significant
period of time and when you really get to know the foster dog and their
behavior. 

We strongly suggest that all resident pets be current on vaccinations, use
heart worm and flea and tick preventatives, and be current on the
bordetella vaccine. Pets that are current on their vaccines usually do not
experience serious medical issues from foster dogs; however, if a
problem arises, it is usually easily addressed.

If your pet is fully vaccinated and you took preventative measures (e.g.,
picking up a foster’s stool to minimize contracting worms), but your pet still
contracts an illness, please contact the Dog Coordinator. Depending on the
illness, it is possible that PAW may have over-the-counter medication that
can be provided to your pet free of charge. 

Do I have to use a crate for my foster dog?





MUDDY BRANCH VETERINARIAN CENTER
880 Muddy Branch Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

301-963-0275 

COLLEGE PARK ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
9717 Baltimore Ave, College Park, MD 

301-441-2547 

BLUE PEARL PET HOSPITAL IN ROCKVILLE 
1 Taft Court, Rockville, MD 20851 

301-637-3228 

METROPOLITAN EMERGENCY ANIMAL CLINIC 
11503 Rockville Pike, Ste #A, Rockville, MD 20852 

301-770-5226 

VETERINARY REFERRAL ASSOCIATES
500 Perry Parkway, Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

301-926-3300 

PAW approved vet partners 
Routine Veterinarian Care 

Please ensure you have the approval from a PAW’s Dog Coordinator 
before taking in a foster dog in for treatment. 

Emergency Veterinarian Care 

Please take the foster to your closest ER animal hospital and inform the PAW 
Dog Coordinator of the emergency when you arrive at the ER. 

Please consider the ER hospitals below ONLY if you live near them. 



Your Dog’s Friend is a non-profit established to help keep dogs out of shelters by educating & supporting
their humans. administrator@yourdogsfriend.info • www.yourdogsfriend.info • 301-983-5913 

http://www.yourdogsfriend.info/
http://www.yourdogsfriend.info/
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Preventing Separation Anxiety in Dogs 
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These measures should suffice to prevent your dog from becoming anxious about being left
alone once you and your family resumes a normal schedule. Be mindful that leaving your dog
in another part of the house while you’re home is different from leaving your dog home alone.
Some dogs will be fine knowing that you’re still somewhere in the house but will be anxious
being left completely alone. Other dogs will be okay left home alone but will be agitated
knowing that you’re in the home but they can’t get to you. Ideally, these recommendations will 
get your dog comfortable with both scenarios. 

Do not scold or punish your dog. Anxious behaviors are not the result of disobedience or spite.
They are distress responses! Your dog displays anxious behaviors when left alone because
he’s upset and trying to cope with a great deal of stress. If you punish him, he may become
even more upset and the problem could get much worse. 

If your dog barks, cries, whines or scratches at the door during alone time while you are in the
house try to wait him out. Most dogs will give up after a few minutes and go to sleep. If he
persists or escalates, you may need to do something to distract him (such as knocking on the
door and saying “Quiet!”) and then, after a few seconds of him being quiet, praise him and let
him out. Next time, provide him with more enticing goodies and be sure to let your dog out of 
their alone space while they are still engaging in their puzzle toy or chew and before they begin 
vocalizing or scratching at the door. Just a few minutes per day is a good place to start. If your 
dog is happily engaged in activities or resting, you can allow him to practice being alone for 
gradually longer stretches of time. 

If your dog is only distressed when you’re in another part of the house, you may opt not to 
worry about it and simply maintain a routine of leaving your dog home alone while you leave 
the house for a short period of time each day. 

The important take away is that your dog routinely spends time away from the family while you 
shelter-in-place and that your dog is not distressed during those periods of alone time. 
If you are unsure if your dog is distressed when you leave him alone while you are out of the 
house you should set up a camera or audio recorder and leave your dog home alone to 
determine whether he gets distressed when you leave the house. If he’s distressed when you 
leave as well, refer to our handout on Treating Separation Anxiety. 

What NOT to Do 

What to Do if Your Dog Becomes Distressed 
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Treating Separation Anxiety in Dogs 
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Additional resource: “How to Read a Dog’s Body Language” from petMD by Chewy

https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/how-to-read-dog-body-language
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/how-to-read-dog-body-language
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/how-to-read-dog-body-language
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/how-to-read-dog-body-language
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/how-to-read-dog-body-language


Source:

https://cooperandkids.com/dog-growling-at-child/


Source:

The 6 Types of Growling

https://www.rover.com/blog/dog-growling-good-thing/


Additional resource: Newsweek’s What Is the 3-3-3 Rule? Dog Adoption Adjustment Period Explained

https://www.newsweek.com/dog-adoption-adjustment-period-rule-three-1713387
https://www.newsweek.com/dog-adoption-adjustment-period-rule-three-1713387
https://www.newsweek.com/dog-adoption-adjustment-period-rule-three-1713387


National Pet Poison Helpline’s Poison List: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poisons/
ASPCA Poison Control Hotline: https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control

https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poisons/
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control










Y O U R  G O  T O

R E S O U R C E  L I S T

SIX BENEFITS OF FOSTERING A DOG IN NEED

THE DOGINGTON POST

A WEALTH OF INFORMATION FOR NEW OR
EXISTING DOG OWNERS, SUCH AS FORCE-

FREE AND POSITIVE DOG TRAINING. 

THE 20 BEST DOG PUZZLE TOYS FOR BEATING
DOGGY BOREDOM

THE DOG PEOPLE POWERED BY ROVER

WHAT IS THE 3-3-3 RULE? DOG ADOPTION
ADJUSTMENT PERIOD EXPLAINED

WWW.ROVER.COM

WWW.NEWSWEEK.COM

WWW.DOGINGTONPOST.COM

WWW.YOURDOGSFRIEND.ORG

https://www.rover.com/blog/reviews/best-puzzle-toys-dogs/?amp
https://www.newsweek.com/dog-adoption-adjustment-period-rule-three-1713387
https://www.dogingtonpost.com/six-benefits-of-fostering-a-dog-in-need/#:~:text=As%20a%20foster%20you%20have,them%20transform%20before%20your%20eyes
https://yourdogsfriend.org/


Y O U R  G O  T O

R E S O U R C E  L I S T
C O N T I N U E D . . .

HOW TO READ A DOG’S
BODY LANGUAGE

WHY DOG GROWLING IS A
GOOD THING

HOW SCIENCE IS REVOLUTIONIZING
THE WORLD OF DOG TRAINING

THE NEW SCIENCE OF DOG TRAINING

WWW.TIME.COM

WWW.TIME.COM

WWW.PETMD.COM

WWW.ROVER.COM

WEBSITE: THE OTHER END OF THE LEASH, PATRICIA MCCONNELL, PH.D.
KEEPING KIDS AND DOGS SAFE FROM EACH OTHER

https://time.com/5880219/science-of-dog-training/
https://www.newsweek.com/dog-adoption-adjustment-period-rule-three-1713387
https://www.petmd.com/dog/behavior/how-to-read-dog-body-language
https://www.rover.com/blog/dog-growling-good-thing/
https://www.patriciamcconnell.com/theotherendoftheleash/keeping-kids-and-dogs-safe
https://www.patriciamcconnell.com/theotherendoftheleash/keeping-kids-and-dogs-safe



